Sample Press Release

With the holiday season approaching, the [insert agency name] re-affirmed it’s no gifts policy on _____[insert date].  The policy prohibits agency staff and officials from accepting any kind of gift, gratuity or other gesture.

______________________ [insert name] explained the reason underlying this policy. “As stewards of the public’s trust in our agency, it is vitally important that the public know that we provide services and make purchasing decisions based on fair and objective criteria.  Strict adherence to a no-gift policy supports that goal by assuring the public that gifts and other such gestures do not influence our actions.”
Penalties for violating the policy include disciplinary action for employees.  [Insert agency head name] observed that employees support the blanket ban as part of their standards of professionalism as public servants.  The flat ban also helps employees by avoiding potentially difficult line-drawing issues of when a gift is of significant versus nominal value.
